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INSIDE THE BOX
LEOC BRETT,

Mclean, Va,,

Troop 1130

When it came time for
Leo Brett to pick an
Eagle Scout project, the
University of Montana
freshman already had
conservation in mind.
“My dad and I had been
noticing the declining
number of wood ducks

es of

while fishing in the Potomac River area,” says Brett, who is also a deer and turkey hunter. He
started scouting locations to hang wood duck boxes and gave presentations to educate other

scouts so they could help
the word duck and think

. “Not a lot of people know about wood duck habitat. Most kids hear

of a Looney Tunes character.” Brett and his fellow scouts built and

hung 10 boxes last spring and will continue to maintain them throughout the year.

FISHING UNLEADED

MICHAEL BROWNE, Milton, Mass., Troop 5

A year ago, angler and high school sophomore Michael Browne realized
that his favorite hobby might be harmful to waterfowl. “I got to thinking
about what happened to the lead weights we lose,” he says. He found
studies that said birds sometimes swallow the lead and can be poisoned
by it. So Browne worked with his troop and the Toxic Use Reduction
Institute at the University of Massachusetts, to launch the Get the Lead
Out of Fishing campaign, a program that exchanges people’s lead
weights for environmentally friendly ones. To get more support, Browne
presented his project to the Massachusetts House of Representatives.

RECYCLING CHRISTMAS TREES
PATRICK FUZER, Mount Laurel, N.J., Troop 42

High school senior and surf fisherman Patrick Fuzer knew that he
wanted his Eagle Scout project to be about habitat. So he contacted the
local fisheries biologist with the New Jersey Division of Fish and Wild-
life, who informed him that nearby Penbryn Lake was in need of under-
water structure to support its resident baitfish species. “Part of being a
scout is being thrifty, and most people had just gotten rid of their
Christmas trees,” he says. “My project was to put them to good use.”
Fuzer and his fellow scouts placed 190 Christmas trees weighted with
cinder blocks in the lake this past April. —BRIAN McCLINTOCK

¢ ENTER OUR HEROES SEARCH 2008! If you or a friend is working on a ha
tion project, tell us about it at fieldandstream.com/heroes. Prizes for

bitat conserva-
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the magazine and on the website include a $100 Bass Pro Shops gift card.
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WE’RE
SALUTING
RESCUE
WORKERS
OF A
DIFFERENT
KIND.

Toyota proudly supports the 2007
Heroes of Conservation Gala — in
honor of outdoorsmen and women
dedicated to defending and protecting
wildlife and our environment. From
resuscitating depleted fisheries to
restoring dwindling wildlife habitats,
their hard work and leadership helps
ensure nature’'s finest will long
survive for all to enjoy. You may just
know of such a person. If so, help us
all salute their heroic efforts. Find out
more at fieldandstream.com/heroes.
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